
Deciding on pulse and meter



All music that is in a meter will have multiple 
layers of pulse. 

Remember that a pulse must feel like a clock. 
It will have completely even ticks, even 
though the clock can be set to tick by faster 
and slower.



All music that is in a meter will have multiple 
layers of pulse. 



Here is our original pulse stream for Twinkle 
yet again

But Look! Here is another possible pulse stream above it. It moves twice as slow. This 
slower stream is always present. 



The intersection of the two levels makes 
some pulses stronger. 

Primary pulses
Secondary pulses



When music exhibits patterns of primary and 
secondary pulses, it is said to have METER


